—-AGHT FOR SOCIALISM! — 


The world we live in is a world where 
peonle are divided into classes accord- 
ing to their role in production. The 
two major classes in society are the 
canvitalist class and the working class. 
The canitalists own the means of pnro- 
duction (factories, machines, etc.) but 

mproduce nothing. The workers, on the 
other hand, receive only meager wages 
for the sale of their labor power to 
the capitalists. Almost all production 
in society is done by the workers. How- 
ever, almost all the benefits from this 
production go to the capitalists. The 
basis for production in this society is 
profit. The capitalists are not inter- 
ested in having the workers produce 

wa things that people can use.or that peo- 

ple need. They are only interestéd in 

iwhat makes them the biggest profit. 
4Thus, while the capitalists get richer 

Hand richer, the workers are worse off 
than they were before. 

In order to increase profits the ‘cap- 
italists resort to all sorts of tech- 
niques which most of us are familiar 
with: speed-up, wage cuts, unemnloy-— 
@mert, labor-saving machinery. While, 

mfor instance, .labor-saving machinery 
‘Evwou.d be progressive in a society run 
Bby tie workers, it does nothing for 
mthem under capitalism. It is just an- 
mother attack on the workers. 

Another feature of capitalist soci- 
Rety is war. Every day there is a war 
az0ing on somewhere in the world. This 
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is due to the necessity of the capital- 
ists to wage war in order to get ahedd 
of the capitalists in other countries, 
The working class has no interests in 
supporting these wars. What the workers 
want is peace. However, there can be no 
peace until the capitalists have been 
removed from power and this society re- 


placed by one run by the workers in the 


interests of the toiling masses. 

To do this; it is not enough to elect 
people: to Congress or as President. The 
government is nothing more than the ex- 
ecutive committee of the ruling class. 
It is.the owners of the big corpora- 
tions who have the final say as to what 
goes on. It is necessary to organize 
our own workers’ councils. These coun- 
cils will be the class rule of the_ 
workers after. the reyolutjonary, over- 
throw of capitalism. When. canitalism 
poes Coneress will go with it. All the- 
demécracy surrounding the Congress is 
just a sham ‘to keen us tied to this’ 
system. It is democracy for the rich, 
for the canitalists.’ Our. democracy wil] 
be real democracy, proletarian democra- 
cv, the democracy of the: manv.. We'do 


not simply want a workers’ government,’ 


we want a workers’ republic.’ i 
In order to throw owt the canitalists 
and, build a workers’ republic and so- 
cialism the working class needs a rev- 
olutionary party. Such a party must he 
based on The Communtst Mantfesto. the 
first two congresses of the Communist 


(Third) International, and the revolu- 
tionary work of Marx, Engels, Lenin, 
Trotsky, Luxemburg and Bogdanov. It 
must be a democratic-centralist party. 
However, it is not enough to build |. 
such a varty here in the United, States. 
Canitalism is a world system. Even so- 
called "Communist" Russia and China 
are capitalist (state canitalist)..In 
order to wage a successful worldwide 
struggle against capitalism the work- 
ers must have an international party. 
It is toward the construction of the 
International Party of Revoluttonary 
Workers (Fourth: International) that the 
Revolutionary Workers Group and Work- 
ers' Truth are dedicated. 


In 1917 the Russian workers seized 


"| power under, the leadership of the Len- 


inist Bolshevik Party. However, the 
revolution was tsolated and the Russian 
workers exhausted from the hard strue- 
gle ina backward country lost) nower 
when the: Bolsheviks lost ‘faith in:the 
world proletariat in 1921. ‘The four. 


"years ‘of the revolutionary dictatorship 


still remain, however, asa heacon for 

workers throughout the world. sates 
Under’ capitalism the workers dre.‘ 

nothing more‘than menials. We deserve 

a hetiter life. We deserve socialism. 

However, it will not be handed, to us 

on a platter. We must fight for, it. For 


“if we do not fight for socialism we 


will be handed barbarism. Soctalism or 
barbarism? Fiaht for Soctalism! 


Nationalization or Revolution? 


The development of state capital- 
ism in Russia, China, Cuba, etc. has 
resulted in e heightened confusion of 
many subjectively revolutionary work- 
ers and students. The claims of the 
Russian and Chinese state capitalists 
to have instituted socielism are taken 
for geod coin by many would-be revolu- 
tioneries, as can be seen by the exis- 
tence cf pro-Moscow and pro-Peking 
"Communist!! parties throughout the 
world. Besides those who think that 
stata capitalism equals socialism, there 
are alse many who feel that if the 
state capitalist countries are not so- 
cialist, they are at least anti-capi- 
talist and progressive in so fer as 
they have a "working class economic 
base!’ (see the plethora of groups ad- 
vccating the ''degenerated workers'! 
state'' theory of Leon Trotsky). Even 
some groups like the Internationa! So- 
ciaiists and the Revolutionary Social - 
ist League, who do not feel that these 
societies are pregressive, adhere to 
ithe Stalinist-Trotskyist myth that 
nationalization is a progressive work- 
ing class measure. For instence, the 
IS writes: 

The of] profiteers shouid be strip- 

ped of their enormous assets. The 

industry sheuid be nationalized by 
the goverrment--the first step to- 
wards ending this hot-housed crisis. 
(WORKERS' POWER, March 1-14, 1974) 
The RSL says: : 

Workers must demand the NATIONALIZA- 

TION OF ALL INDUSTRY--first and fore- 

mest, all fuel mining and processing 

Operations--~UNDER WORKERS' CONTROL. 
Cther examples can be fourd in THE BEA- 
CON, paper of the Militant-Solidarity 
Caucus ef the National Maritime Union, 
which is supported uncritically by the 
Spartacist Leaque: 

NATIONALIZATION OF SHIPPING WITHOUT 

COMPENSATION UNDER SEAMEN'S CONTROL. 

The government has always built, op- 
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erated, and repaired the ships fer 
the companies, while previding pra- 
fits, with subsidies which come from 
our texes. No more profiteering at 
public expense!...EXPROPRIATE THE 
COMPANIES and have the government 
own the ships outright! 
(THE BEACON, February 1972) 
And in a recent leaflet printed by the 
Sen Francisco branch of the Class 
Struggle League: 
All workers can offer resolutions 
calling for an emergency meeting of 
all labor organizations fer the pur- 
pose of organizing a general strike 
to force:...an end to the fuei shor- 
tege with nationalization of the oi! 
companies under control of the trade 
UIUMFOM Sistas 


CLASS, from belcw. 

Do we oppose nationalization? Yes ana 
no. Only nationalization carr*ed out BY 
THE WORKING CLASS as a first step after 
its seizure of power in a particular 
country, is progressive. Nationaliza- 
ticn in this context is a step toward 
socialism. It is e step which must be 
followed, with the spread of the reve- 
lution, with the continued merging of 
the productive forces into a single 
world socialist entity which is insep- 
arable from the producers, which in 
such 6 case would be scciety as a 
whole. Only nationalization which 
goes on under the rule of the working 
class and which includes the suppres- 
sion of wage-labor and the market, 
which goes beyond national centraliza- 


(CLASS STRUGGLE, February-March 1974) tion to internationalist social! ization 


All of these say essentially the same 
things workers should call for the cap- 
italist state te centraiize capital, 
and then have the unions supervize the 
exploitation of the workers. 

There is nothing progressive in this 
call whatsoever. In fact the cal! it- 
self js nothing more than an expression 
of the essential historical! develap- 
ment of capitalism. 

However, such slogans being posed 
under the guise of socialism serve only 
to confuse workers and cast a veil over 
capitalist econam‘c relations. While 
it jis true that, as Engels wrote: 

The proletariat takes political pow- 

er and turns the means of production 

in the first instance inte state 
property. (ANTI-DUEHRING) 
This means that the WORKING CLASS STATE 
which is, as Lenin wrote jn THE STATE 
AND REVOLUTION: 

not...a state of bureaucrats, but... 

a state of the armed workers. 
socializes the means of production in 
order to move along with the construc- 
tion cf socialism, a construction which 
can only be carried out BY THE WORKING 


with the breaking down of borders, js 
progressive. 

On the cther hand, nationalization 

lunder capitalism, nationalization that 
continues the wage-labor/market system 
js reactionary. It results in the con- 
tinued suppression and exploitation of 
the working class, and generally 

serves an even more pernicious ideo- 
legice! purpose by being carried out in 
the name of socialism, 

The bourgeois and petty bourgeois so- 
cialists can talk all they want about 
the "transitional" neture of their re- 
formist slegans, it wil! not aid the 
working class one bit. The Spartacists 
for instance claim that what they real - 
Ty mean by nationalization ‘s nation- 
alization by the workers in a worker- 
ruled society. However, just look at 
the statement in the BEACON, which 
the SL has never seen fit to criti- 
cize. What goverrment hes subsidized 
the shipping industry? Is it not the 
capitalist government that the BEACON 
calls on to take over shipping? Shouid 
such an event occur, even with "work- 
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The liberation of the workers 
can only be the deea of the 
working class itself. 
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INFLATION 


Why No Government Can Stop It 


Rampant ,uncontrollable inflation 
has become a harsh and inexoreble 
reality in every country in the worla: 
from poverty-stricken countries like 
India and Portugal, whose governments 
have recently announced stringent an- 
ti-strike and wage-freezing measures, 
to "prosperous'' expanding economies 
like those of Germany, America ana 
Japan. Alreagy entire national econom- 
jes seem to be on the verge of collapse 
-- Italy for example -- and govern- 
ments are talling like nine-pins as 
they reveal their inability to solve 
the problems of inflation and impenainy 
bankruptcy. 

The aizzying ascent of prices is ev- 
erywhere accompanied by the hysterical 
shriekings of the capitalist class ana 
their meaia. Every cay this or that pol- 
itician, industrialist, archbishop, ec- 
Onomist or journalist stanas up ana 
points his tinger, blames his opponent 
tor the catastrophe and offers up his 
own explanation for inflation, and his 
own ''solution!'. 

The explanations anc solutions are 
innumerable. But we workers can be sure 
of two things. The diagnoses the bour- 
gecisie gives us for its ailing system 
will all be wrong; and they wil! al! be 
used One way or another to try to mys- 
tify, Givide and attack the working 
class. 

A number of learneg, "'scientitic!', 
"neutral" economists solemniy inform 
us that worla inflation is the result 
of the rising prices of raw materials 
-- oil, foodstuffs, etc. which leads 
to increased production costs; which is 
a complicatec way of saying prices 
rise because of a rise in prices! Un- 
doubtealy the rise in oil prices atter 
the Micale East war has contributed 
aramatically to inflation, but it has 
MERELY ACCELERATED A PROCESS WHICH \AS 
ALREADY RAPIULY GATHERING PACE. 

The pelitical partisans have a air- 
ferent approach. The ola style ''con- 
servative'' factions of the bourgeoisie 
blame inflation on the excessive de- 
mands of ''greeay'' workers who by ask- 
ing tor ridiculously high wages, force 
the responsible, patriotic. (not-greeay) 
bosses to put their prices up. 

This '"'explanation'' is a joke to all - 
those millions of workers who have 
been fighting a rearguard battle merely 
to KEEP UP with inflation in the last 
six or seven years. It fails to explain 
why prices soar even when wages are 
hela down by the state; it fails to 
explain why inflation was still raging 
in the fifties and sixties when wage- 


struggles were at a very low level; 

and it fails to explain why, in the 
nineteenth century, inflation was al- 
most unknown even though real wages in- 
creased at rates far higher than they 
ever have cone in the twentieth. 

The real purpose of arguments of this 
type is to try ano bludgeon the work- 
ing class into accepting the responsi- 
bility for the crisis and acceaing to 
wage-cuts and other attacks on their 
living standaras, in the name of the 
"national interest!' -- which always 
means the interests of capitalism's 
profits. 

The left-wing, “progressive; ''so- 
cialist'' factions of capital -- So- 
cial Democrats, Communist Parties, 
Trotskyists, etc. have ‘another expla- 
nation. Because they are a capitalist 
faction which depenas on working class 
support, they usually blame inflation 
on greeay bosses celiberately hiking 
up prices to increase their profits, in 
particular the big multinationals who 
appear te be outsiae the jurisaiction 
of any nation-state. 

Of course this or that capitalist 
will put up his prices to increase 
his profits if he can. But prices 
can't be fixed arbitrarily. Changes in 
prices are aetermined by the neeas of 
capitalist competition. In oraer to 
compete, the capitalists have to UNDER- 
CUT their competitors, not go on rais- 
ing their prices. Ana in any case they 
cannot manipulate prices indefinitely 
because they must be ultimately based 
On production costs (i.e. the amount 
of labour time spent in production) if 
the capitalists are to make any profits 
et all. 

The basic aim of these arguments is 
to win the working class to the Left's 
"solution" to the crisis: the replace- 
ment of private bosses by the state 
acting as a collective employer: STATE 
CAPITALISM, more or less as in Russia, 
China, Yugoslavia, etc. But state 
capitalism changes nothing as far as 
the workers are concerned and as we 
have recently seén in Chile, Allende's 
nationalized economy was completely 
unable to avoia the inflationary spi- 
ral and now the "socialist" govern- 
ments of East Europe have been forced 
to admit the existence of serious in- 
flation in their economies. In fact 
the maintenance of a huge unproductive 
state bureaucracy can only serve to 
increase each national economy's sky- 
rocketing inflation. In the end, the 
left's arguments are exactly the same 
as the right's: both demand that the 


working class accept austerity mea- 
sures and increasea exploitation in 
the interests of NATIONAL CAPITAL 
whether it is disguisea as "auty to 
the fatherland! or "builaing social- 
ism’. 

Every party of capital presents in- 
tlation as a problem of this or that 
national economy, a problem of baa 
national management. The implication 
is always that the criticizing party 
woula make a better set of managers. 
And indeed this is the only "alterna- 
tive!’ each capitalist faction can of- 
fer, whether it coes it through ''de- 
mecratic" elections or violent coups 
d'etat. The capitalist class is organ- 
ically incapable of putting forwara 
the real causes of inflation, and fits 
real solution: because that woula im- 
ply their own destruction as a class. 
THE REAL CAUSES OF INFLATION 

The truth is that no capitalist man- 
agement, party, or government can ao 
anything to prevent inflation. Infla- 
tion today is nothing less than a di- 
rect anda inescapable proauct of the 
world-wide crisis -- the irreversible 
HISTORIC crisis not of this or that na- 
tion but of the whole capitalist worla 
system -- the system of WAGE-LABOR and 
PRODUCTION FOR EXCHANGE. 

As Marx showed a long time ago, ev- 
ery system of proquction based on class 
divisions is motivatea by certain S0- 
CIAL RELATIONS which in one perica of 
history allow the system to expana, 
ana in a later perioa themselves be- 
come barriers to further expansion. 

Just as, in previous historical pers: 
jiods, the contraaictions of Roman 
slave society, and then of feudal so- 
ciety, lea to their decline ana ais- 
appearance as moaes of production, so 
for the last 60 years the contraaic- 
tions of capitalist society have pro- 
aucea the decline of capitalism, and 
now threaten its total collapse. 

In the decline of slavery ana feud- 
alism, the attempts of those systems 
to solve their INSOLUBLE contraaic- 
tions produced phenomena which are no 
less apparent in zOth century capital- 
ism: the growth of a huge totalitarian 
state machine, ana incessant wars. 
These in turn were the basic causes of 
the inflation which ravagea aecadent 
Rome ana declining feudalism, just as 
they are at the root of inflation un- 
der DECADENT capital ism. 

When capitalism was still a progres- 
sive, expansive system of proauction 
(19th century) the steaay growth of 
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technological sophistication ana pro- 
auctive capacity lea to a correspond- 
ing decline in prices: the more com- 
modities capital ism coula produce in a 
shorter ana shorter time, the cheaper 
they were. In that period the working 
class was capable of winning lasting 
reforms through its struggles -- such 
as a continued rise in real wages -- 
which dia not leac to economic crises 
and inflation, but on the contrary were 
a positive factor in the expansion of 
the system. 

In this century, however, aespite 
the unprecedentea proauctive capacity 
of capitalism, inflation has been a 
constant thorn in the siae of the sys- 
tem. Commodities can be produceo fast- 
er but they aon't become cheaper. Wage 
rises won by a section of the working 
class in one area are quickly gobblea 
‘up by price rises in another. Whether 
it trots along steaacily, or gallops as 
it aoes today, inflation has become a 
fact of the system's life. 

The reason for this is that unaer 
capitalism, proauction is not directea 
towards the fulfilment of human neea, | 
but towards fhe accumulation of pro- 
fit. The capitalists (whether private 
owners or state bureaucrats) make pro- 
fit through the UNPAID labor time which 
they extract trom the working class at 
the point of proauction, ana which is 
embodied in all the commodities the 
working class procuces. But in oraer tu 
make that profit real they have to sel! 
those commodities. The working class, 
taken as a whole, can only buy back a 
certain portion of the commodities be- 
cause by definition, it is only paia 
for a certain quantity of the work it 
pertorms. Neither can capitalists sell 
all their commoaities to each other. 
Consequently, capitalism AS A WHOLE is 
always left with an overall surplus 
proquct which must be scla on a market 
OUTSIDE the relationship, between capi- 
tal ano labor. If these markets are 
not founa, a crisis of OVERPRODUCTION 
is the result. 

In the !9th century, the neea for new 
markets forcea the capitalist system 
to grow ever ‘outwards from its origi- 
nal enclaves in Western Europe towaras 
the rich and huge pre-capitalist sec- 
tors of the worla which still existeo 
_in that epoch. The periodic crises ot 
overproauction in that century servea 
to spur forwaras the outware growth of 
capital, and on the whole, capital ac- 
cumulation took place progressively 
ana peacefully (apart from the rape anu 
plunaer of the non-capitalist worla) 
because there were always new markets 
to be found. 

But by the beginning of the z0th 
century, the whole worla haa become | 
capitalist, or at least airectly sub- 
ject to the laws of capital. Insteaa 
of being able to come together to ai- 
vige up the non-capitalist worla, the 
great imperialist powers were facea 
with a largely saturatea worla market, 
ana confrontea each other as rivals for 
the markets which still remained. 
Henceforwaro new markets coula only be 
found by stealing them from competi- 
tors. The first imperialist worla war 
therefore marks a turning point in the 
history of capitalism. From now on, 
WAR hau become an absolute necessity 
for the continuation of the system. 

Ever since 1914 whether in the form of 
direct global confrontation or of lo- 
cal wars backed up by the major pow- 
ers, there has been an unenaing suc- 
cession of wars between capitalist 
blocs. 

War is a necessity for decaaent cap- 
italism because only through war can 
the markets of other capitalist powers 
be seizea; and the devastation of war 
allows the creation of temporary ‘new! 
markets stimulated by the demands of 
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post-war reconstruction. Capitalism 
today has a permanent crisis of over- 
production relative to available mar- 
kets -- the more its productive capa- 
city grows the greater the crisis. But 
so far the outbreaks of the crisis 
this century have been ''solvea'' by war 
and the reconstruction afterwards. 
Thus the worla crisis of the thirties 
was relievea through the massive ae- 
struction of men and machinery which 
took place in World War II, creating 

a boom which is only now coming to an 
end, from 1967 onwards. 

But wars are fantastically expen- 
sive, and no amount of speea-ups, and 
overtime can meet the immense costs im- 
posea by industries whose sole aim is 
aestruction, or the debts incurred by 
countries which are waging major na- 
tional wars. In fact the bil! for world 
war II can never be met; and every 
country in the world has been forcea 
to print more money than is accounted 
for in real value, (which is aerivea 
ONLY from productive iabor) to try to 
meet the costs of this and other wars. 

In adguition to these unimaginable 
costs, aecacent capitalism is forced 
by its permanent crisis of overpro- 
duction to literally waste vast amounts 
of its productive capacity on goods 
ana services which themselves are un- 
productives armaments, space programs, 
etc. because this is a way tor the cap- 
italists to "burn up'' the surpius that 
they otherwise can't get ria of. They 
are forcea to create gigantic aaver- 
tising industries to try and create 
‘new! artificial markets; and, like 
Rome under the ''divine!' Emperors, they 
have to construct vast state bureau- 
cracies, which exist in every country 
from Chine to the U.S.A., simply to 
prevent the whole creaking system 
from faliing apart, and above al: to 
keep the working class in check and 
keep capital's profits running. 

Toagay capitalism's PRODUCTIVE sector 
-- productive capita! and the working 
class -- is having to support a mon- 
strous UNPRODUCTIVE sector, which 
costs billions and spends billions but 
aaas no new value to social proauction. 
The sheer expense of keeping this sec- 
tor going has devastating effects on 
the price of commodities. When we go 

into the shops to buy, say, a jar of 
coffee, we are not just paying for the 
necessary and useful work embodied in 
that product -- the agricuiturai work- 
ers who pick the coffee beans, the 
dockers and seamen who transport it, 
the canners and grinders who pack it. 
We are also paying for the innumerabie 
capitalist armies, policemen, offici- 
als, advertising executives, who exist 
solely to control the working class 
and to keep the market system going. 
IN THIS WAY WE THE WORKERS ARE PAYING 
IN THE SHOPS FOR THE SYSTEM THAT EX-~ 
PLOITS US IN THE FACTORIES, LIES TO US 
ON T.V., AND KILLS US IN ITS WARS. 

But although these unproductive sec- 
tors are at the root of inflation, 
capitalism cannot get ria of them. They 
are absolutely vital to its survival 
and have been for the whole of this 
century. Capitalism cannot live with- 
out wars, without waste production, 
without state despotism (hidden or 
open) and yet these very things are 
dragging capitalism down to its doom. 
The system is being torn apart by its 
own contradictions. 

THEIR SOLUTION AND OURS 

In the long run, therefore, capital- 
ism cannot solve the problem of infla- 
tion. But this will not prevent the 
capitalists from fighting with every 
weapon they have to keep their system 
spluttering on till the end. (Even 
though this end means, if left to them, 
the end of humanity). 

In every country in the world, capi- 


tal, through its organs (the state, po- 
litical parties, traae unions) jis be- 
ginning its counter-revolutionary of- 
fensive. Each national capital is pre- 
paring itself for the aeepening crisis, 
for the tightening of the rat-race 

with other capitalist powers. It is j 
seeking by every means it has --whether 
brute torce or ideological mystifica- 
tion -- to tie each sector of the world 
working class to "their own!' exploit- 
ers. The capitalists are preparing aus- 
terity measures and wage-freezes, and 
other ways of attacking the working . 
class. BECAUSE WE CAN BE ABSOLUTELY 
SURE THAT WE THE WORKERS WILL BE ASKED 
TO FOOT THE BILL FOR THEIR CRISIS. 

But even increasing exploitation 
only deepens the overail problem of 
overproduction, if not for individual 
capitals then for capital as a whole. 
Already informed sectors of the bour-~ 
geoisie are recognizing the necessity 
for a RECESSION to halt the infla- 
tionary spiral. That means a talling 
off of production, layoffs, permanent 
unemployment --in short further mass- 
ive attacks on our jiving standards. 
And a new depression can only be a 
prelude to the capitalist's "final" 
solution -- a new world war. The first 
moves are aiready being made: local 
inter-imperialist conflicts in Indo- 
china, the Miaale East, Africa, Cy- 
prus, cynical ''detentes'' between the 
big imperialist states, U.S.A., 
U.S.S.R., China, etc. No one should | 
doubt that the prospect of a world 
war which woula destroy capitalism 
itself is not enough to prevent the 
headlong rush of capitalism towards 
war. BY ITS VERY NATURE THE CAPITAL- 
IST SYSTEM IS BLIND, AND THE CAPI- 
TALIST CLASS AS A WHOLE IS INCAPABLE 
OF SEEING INTO THE FUTURE. 

Against ail the preliminary attacks 
of the capitalists, we workers must 
resist. We must fight all the mysti- 
fications of capital from left to 
right and cefend our living standards 
with our own autonomous class strug- 
gle, relying only on ourselves. 

But mere resistance, defensive ac- 
tion, is not enough. We must recognize 
the fact that real wage increases sim- 
ply cannot be accomodated by capital- 
ism today. They will be quickly eaten 
up by inflation, or else the capital- 
ists will simply refuse to give them. 
We must understand that we are rapid- 


ly approaching the point where no com- . 


promise between the classes is possi- 
ble: the capitalists are preparing to 
attack us directiy with austerity 
measures, dictatorsnip and wars, and 
in order to defend ourseives we wil! 
have to launch our OFFENSIVE against 
them. We will have no choice but to 
unite as an international class and 
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A PHONEY WAR? : 

One of the most important aspects of 
recent events in Britain has been the 
way in which the working class respond- 
ea to the concertea attack on its liv- 
ing standards. The working class has 
been unwilling in any systematic way 
to go beyond the institutions contain- 
ing it. Over the last year or so, with 
certain exceptions, it has been confin- 
ed within the sectional constraints 
set by the state, the unions and the 
shop stewards. Relativities, 'phased!! 
austerity anda the state's anti-picket 
tactics (such as prison sentences) 
have so far gone unchallengea by the 
working class as a whole. 

The overall effect of the recent 
draconian meausres, in the absence ot 
a systematic class response, has been 
to prepare the working class for the 
acceptance of the greater austerity 
promised by ail parties in the elec- 
tion. Though none of the major parties 
wished to lose the election none were 
too happy with the thought of winning 
it either, simply because the problems 
of the economy are so obviously less 
and less amenable to their control. 
Since British capital is so weak it 
must sway with the economic wind blow- 
ing in from the rest of the worla mar- 
ket. What it can do jis concentrate on 
increasing exploitation at home. Re-. 
cent events can be describea as a kind 
of quasi-confrontation. We have a si- 
tuation where neither the working class 
nor the ruling class are really pre- 
parea to take the other on at the mo- 
ment. The reason is not stupidity or a 
"lack of leadership" but simply that 
the caras are not yet all on the table 
and the stakes are not known -- the 
crux of the matter is that THE CRISIS 
IS NOT DEEP ENOUGH. 

This situation will not remain sta- 
tic. The crisis cannot be "frozen'' and 
whatever happens in the short term, it 
will deepen. As it does the phoney war 
will end with one side or the other 
thrusting*for some significant aavan- 
tage and then the working class wil] 
have to break through its sectionalist 
confines and assert itself on a politi- 
cal level. 

In this epoch any serious struggle 
inevitably comes up against the gov- 
ernment of the day. But while in fact 
the government party is merely ONE face 
of the state, the working class aves 


not see its struggle as one clearly 
and explicitly against the state it- 
seif. A fight between a fraction of 
the class and the ruling party is on- 
ly taking sectionalism onto another 
level, obscuring the fact that these 
different parties represent nothing 
but different factions of capital. As 
long as the "opponent! is seen as one 
bourgeois party the illusion lingers 
that another one is better, even if 
only marginally so. The notion that a 
different party in power holds out 
meaningful alternatives for the frac- 
tion of the class in struggle is aan- 
gerous; recently Buckton, the ASLEF 
general secretary, got the railway- 
men's strike called off before the 
election with the palliative that un- 
der Labour it would be satisfactorily 
settled. To make significant advances 
the class will have to break through 
this mystification and confront the 
state itself, recognising it for what 
it ist the final bastion of the power 
ef capital. 


risis in Britain 


PROSPECTS 

Consider the manner in which the in- 
ternational working class has reas- 
sertec itself in response to the pre- 
sent crisis. It moves in sudaen, 
thrusting, chaotic anc unconnectea 
waves as, for example, in France in 
May/June 1968, in Argentina in 1969 
and in Poland in 1970. There are both 
histericat ana conjuncturel tactors 
cetermining the state ot this move- 
ment. 

Historically, since 1914 the class 
has haa no permanent organisation of 
its own; those that existeu before 
that time were either aestrceyec or in- 
tegratea into the functioning of the 
state as counter-revolutionary agen- 
cies. Fifty years of material ana ic- 
eQlogical pounding through worla war, 
counter-revelution, slumps ana 'booms!! 
since the last revolutionary perioa 
have kept the class atomisea ana frag- 
mentec. These immense burdens are now 
being slowly discarcea by tne new un- 
aeTteated generation of workers; but 
since the class can now only organise 
in struggle, the limitations of the 
epoch dictate that the new movement 
cannot grow anc strengthen itself in 
any continuous or reguiar way. 

The conjunctural determinent which 
gives this present wave of struggle 
jts particular character is the slow 
and uneven development of the crisis 
itseif, and despite a maturation of 
eight or nine years it still hes ae tong 
way to go. We have gescribec how this 
crisis is gathering on a global scale, 
but the fact that it is global does 
not mean that each national capital is 
affectea simul tanecusly.. This uneven- 
ness is amplifiea by the efforts of 
each national capital to use the state 
and numerous financiel mechanisms to 
stave off or aivert tne erfects of the 
crisis; anc these measures in turn | 
have enablea most fractions of the ruil- 
ing class to avoia brutal repression 
SO FAR. 

The reiationship between the crisis 
ana the level of struggle is neither 
immeaiate nor airect however; they co 
not develop tcgether in a harmonious 
way. Neither is there any guarantee 
that the achievement of some level of 
militancy or consciousness at some 
time preciudes fallbacks ano retreats 
later. For example, the militancy of 
the working class reduced last year 
although the crisis haa deepenea com- 
parea to the previcus two years. 

With these objective conditions -- 
both historical and conjunctural -- 
weighing heavily on the consciousness 
cf the working class an enormous chasm 
lies between the atomisec class struag- 
gling in sectional ways ana the revo- 
lutionary class whose task it is to 
make the communist revolution. To un- 
derstanc how this chasm is to be briag- 
ea we have to understand how the class 
sees itseir and its preaicament. Re- 
cent events in Britain proviae a 
starting point. Why, given the mil- 
itancy of the past few years, has the 
British working class clung to so many 
illusions, acceptea such severe aus- 
terity measures ana been so aisarmed 
by the recent elections? 

The class has entered the crisis with 
all the illusions of sectionalism 
gathereo over a fifty year counter - 
revolutionary period. It has illusions 
about unions, shop stewards, politicel 
parties, nationalism and the nature of 
the state itselt. Time ana time again, 
the class has carrieqa such illusions 
into its struggles, but it is now com- 
ing to realise through practice that 
these struggles do not in fact lead 


Part Four 


where they were expectec to leaa -- to 
an amelioration of the working class 
condition. The class is therefore am- 
bivalent about what to do now, an am- 
bivalence partly reinforced by the 
suspicion that recent austerity mea- 
sures are but a taste of what js yet 
to come. 

Through its experience over recent 
years the working class has shed some 
of these illusions, though as yet this 
has been in an incomplete way. For ex- 
ample, the working class has learnea 
about the trade unions and their role, 
yet the unions have been able to con- 
strain the class within a general ac- 
ceptance of Stage 3; the working class 
has sufferea under both major parties 
and learned something of what their 
policies mean for the class, and yet 
struggles were slackenea off for the 
election charaae. This contraaiction 
is the expression of a dilemma facing 
the class and a hesitation jin response’ 
to it. For the working class recognis- 
es that the methods it has usec up to 
now have net aavancea its position -- 
so it feels the neea to transcend the 
limitations. But at the same time it 
Tears the serious implications of tak- 
ing the struggle onto a higher level -- 
so it craws back. Yet the crisis is 
torcing it again and again to face 
this cilemma. For example, in a lim- 
jtea way the working class has become 
aware that every serious strugcle has 


led to confrontation with the govern- 


ment of the aay; to go forwara implies 
taking a path thet would involve fac- 
ing up to the state in a self-con- 
scious way; not to do this implies a 
further worsening of the working cless 
condition. So the present hesitation 
indicates that the working class is 
not yet reaay to take the decision 
which will lift the strucgle onto an 
explicitly political level. 

Certeinly the class is cynical. But 
this cynicism is not sufficient to 
break with these illusions -- there is 
still the hope that somehow without 
having to make that painful break, the 
condition of the class can be relieved 
within capitalism. These illusions act 
as a refuge and the class will not 
leave its present framework of struggle 
until there is no more refuge to be 
touna. CYNICISM cannot produce revolu- 
tions -- onmiy NECESSITY can. And this 
necessity wili only be brought by the 
deepening of the crisis, when the con- 
dition of the class becomes so intol- 
erable that, more and more, the re- 
fuge offerea by the unions and the La- 
bour Party and all the palliatives of- 
fered by the bourgecisie are seen to 
be not just empty facades but instru- 
ments to attack the class and imprison 
jt, as a class, within capitalism. On- 
ly in this process can the struggle 
break out of sectionalism and into ai- 
rect confrontation, not just with a 
section of the bourgeoisie, but with 
the entirety of CAPITAL itselt. 

On an international scale the work- 
ing class will more and more assert 
itself against the effects of the 
deepening crisis, but it will not ma- 
ture in a steaaily progressive way. 
Sometimes sections of the class wil! 
break out of its confinements and as- 
sert itselt in a more independent way, 
yet still in a partial way. Sometimes 


it will retreat back into ola illu- 
sions, some of which it had previous- 
ly discaraed. It will have successes 
which enhance its morale and conscious- 
ness, and some successes will in fact 
continued on vege 7 
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This appeal was signed and distri- 
buted by WORLD REVOLUTION, WORKERS! 
VOICE and REVOLUTIONARY PERSPECTIVES. 
It was distributed in response to 
the recent British elections. 


ELECTIONS AND THE CRISIS 
Once again the electoral circus is 
back in town. As the economists 
gloomily predict 2 million unemployed 
and massive rates of inflation in 
the coming winter, the politicians re- 
alise the urgent need for a stronger 
government to try to deal with the cri- 
sis. So for the second time in a year, 
the various clowns of capital are 
wheeled into the ring, from the crass 
racialists of the National Front on 
the right, to the "revolutionary" pri- 
ma donnas such as Tariq Ali and Vanessa 
Redgrave on the left, with the almost 
indistinguishable buffooneries of 
Heath, Thorpe, and Wilson in between. 

Right, left and centre - all of them 
sing the same tune. They all blame the 
crisis on rival capitalist factions 
(on "Tories" or "communists!', "Big 
Business'' or "Unions'') and they all of- 
fer themselves as “better'' defenders 
of the national interest, as better 
managers of the national economy. 

None of the parties standing jin the 
election can comprehend the real cause 
of the crisis, of the slump in trade, 
of unemployment and inflation, not to 
mention the endless coup d'etats and 
wars all over the world. The crisis is 
not some passing difficulty of this or 
that country but a WORLD crisis of the 
capitalist system itself, which is 
hitting every country in the world in- 
cluding the state capitalist ones 
(Russia, China, etc ). It is not some- 
thing that can be put right by better 
managers because by its very nature 
the system is outside human control, 
regulated by blind market forces, by 
the insane compulsion of capitalism 
to produce things not for people's 
needs but solely to SELL them and ac- 
cumulate profit. It is not a crisis 
that can be solved in one nation state: 
on the contrary it is the division of 
the world into competing nation states 
defending their national capital which 
is at the root of the crisis and has 
been since the first World War. 

The only way the capitalists can be- 
gin to deal with the crisis is to at- 
tack the living standards of the work- 
ing class, to make us work harder for 
less money, so that their economies can 
compete more effectively on the world 
market. But the sharpening of competi- 


Elections vs. the Working Class 


tion on a world scale, already apparent 
in the numerous trade and shooting wars 
all over the world, is only the lead 

in to capitalism's "final solution'' to 
the crisis. Just as in the 1930's, the 
dramatic deepening of the crisis is — 
pushing the system towards a new WORLD 
war, even though a third World War 
could mean the end of civilisation. 

But even though capitalism has only 
one ultimate solution, the boss class 
has more than one tactic for confront- 
ing the only force which stands in its 
way: the world working class, whose 
struggles everywhere in the last few 
years have shown that it is not pre- 
pared to pay for the crisis. In Bri- 
tain today the elections reveal the 
ruling class's various proposals for 
dealing with the workers. 

The thick-headed right wing of cap- 
ital, the National Front, the mad col- 
onels Stirling and Walker, the Powell- 
ites, are already looking for a show- 
down with the working class, attacking 
it in the crudest possible way, with 
racialism, with threats of brutally 
smashing strikes, and so on. But as in 
other countries (Portugal, Greece, . 
etc.) the more "progressive bosses, 
realising the level of militancy in 
the.working class, have understood the 
need to offer the workers the carrot 
and not the stick at this stage. This 
is the precise role of the Labour Party, 
the TUC, and their left-wing appen- 
dages (Communist Party, Trotskyists). 
The left has the function of exploit- 
ing the workers' illusions that these 
are "workers" parties and of trying to 
cajole the working class into VOLUNTAR- 
ILY accepting attacks on its living 
standards. This is the meaning of 
Wedgewood Benn's plans for nationali- 
sation and "workers participation", 
which seek to give the workers the 
idea that the economy ''belongs'' to 
them even while it exploits them more 
and more. This is the meaning of the 
Labour-TUC "social contract" which 
seeks to sabotage the resistance of 
the workers and tie them to the unions 
and so to the state of which the un- 
ions are a vital part. For only if the 
bosses can tie us down in this way can 
they begin to introduce the austerity 
measures ~ lay offs, wage freezes, cuts 
in welfare, increased state regulation 
of production - which the crisis will 
sooner or later force every capitalist 
government to impose. But only the left 
can hope to disarm the workers before 
attacking them. 

THE ROLE OF ELECTIONS 
The elections must be seen as a vital 


The British Labour Party, like the social patri- 
otic organizations of other countries, will, in 
the natural development of society, inevitably 
come into power. It is for the Communists to 
build up the forces that will overthrow the social 
patriots, and in this country we must not delay 
or falter in that work. 

We must not dissipate our energy in adding to 
the strength of the Labour Party; its rise to 
power is inevitable. We must concentrate on mak- 
ing a communist movement that will vanquish it. 
The Labour Party will soon be forming a govern- 
ment; the revolutionary opposition must make 
‘ready to attack it... 

ae Syivia Pankhurst 
1920 


a, 


“Right, left and centre - all of them sing the sametune."' 


The methods of national-parliamentary opposi- 
tion not only fail to proguce practical results, 
but also cease to make an appeal to the laboring 
masses, because the workers find that, behind the 
backs of the parliamentarians, imperialism, by 
armed force, reduces the wages and the very lives 
of the workers to ever greater dependence on its 
successes in the world market. 

--Leon Trotsky 
1914 


weapon in this attack. Time and again 
the elections have been used by the 
capitalist class to obtain a so-called 
"mandate from the nation'' to mount its 
offensive against the workers. Partic- 
ularly in times of crisis such as now, 
elections serve: 

* to divert the attention of the workers 


from the real cause of the crisis 
and to mobilise it behind contending 
fake alternatives, to defuse the 
class struggle by means of idle 
promises, especially by the left. 
That is exactly how the railwaymens 
and miners' strikes were broken by 
the last election. With the unions 
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rallying behind Labour to sabotage 
the strikes, and Labour conceding a 
settlement, the miners were made a 
"special case!' at the expense of the 


rest of the class. 
to reinforce the hold of capital- 
ist ideology on the workers - the 
lie of the "national interest", 
and the belief that the state is 
'democratic!! and "impartial" when 
in fact it is nothing but the ex- 
ecutive committee of the ruling 
class, which is already preparing 
its arms against us (special pol- 
ice squads, vigilante brigades, 
etc.). The world wide disintegration 
of capitalist politics, with its 
Watergates and coups, is only em- 
phasizing the fact that the bosses 
have long ceased to manage their 
affairs through Parliament. 
to undermine our identity as a 
class by turning us away from the 
only way we can express ourselves 
as a class - in coilective strug- 
gle - and reducing us to a mass of 
atomized "'citizens'', isolated in 
the polling booths where we can only 
express our powerlessness. Because . 
of this point, voting for ANY party 
or ANY candidate can make no differ- 
ence to the working class. The work- 
ing class cannot now express itself 
through Parliament. Parliament has 
always been an instrument of the 
capitalist class and in this period 
of history there can be no workers! 
parties which fight IN PARLIAMENT 
for the workers' interests. 
THE WORKERS' RESPONSE 
Right now we workers must be aware 
that elections are part of the stra- 
tegy of the enemy class. We have to 
be aware that the capitalists -_whether 
right or left - are going to mount an 
offensive against our living standards 
and we must be prepared to wage an in- 
transigent struggle against these at- 
tacks, a struggle which must be fought 
independently of all the capitalist 
agents in our midst - the left parties, 
the "working class" fascists, and the 
unions. But we must also be aware that 
the capitalist system is utterly bank- 
rupt and has nothing to offer us by 
way of reforms; that for the capital- 
ists the only way forward is increas- 
ed dictatorship in preparation for a 
new world war. And we must recognize 
that the working class is the only 
force which can prevent this barbar- 
ism and free humanity from the yoke of 
capital once and for all. The WORK- 
FRS' solution to the crisis is the 
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world socialist revolution which will 
abolish wage labour, national fron- 
tiers, and the world market, in order 
to re-organize production directly 
for the needs of the world human com- 
munity. 

That revolution will be realized 
through the destruction of the capi- 
talist state in all countries and of 
all its organs - armies, police, cit- 
izen's vigilante corps, AND parliament 
in all its forms. Against the fraud of 
bourgeois "democracy" we workers will 
create our own organs of struggle, our 
own CLASS democracy: the power of the 
workers councils, which have appeared 
in every genuine revolutionary struggle 
of the working class this century. El- 
ected by mass assemblies of workers 
and recallable at any time, united from 
city to city and across national fron- 
tiers, armed against the attacks of 
capital - the workers councils alone 
can express the will of the entire 
working class in its fight to trans- 
form the world. 

WORKERS OF ALL COUNTRIES, UNITEL 
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The Mass Strike,A Historical and 
Not an Artificial Product 


ARCHIVES OF THE REVOLUTION is a reg- 
ular feature of WORKERS! TRUTH. Each 
month we reprint for the benefit of our 
readers part ar all of a particular 
speech, article or document from the 
vast and rich heritage of the revolu- 
tionary Marxist movement. In this is- 
sue we reprint ''The Mass Strike, A 
Historicai and Not an Artificial Pro- 
duct!' by Rosa Luxemburg. This is ‘the 
second chapter of the pamphiet THE 
MASS STRIKE, THE POLITICAL PARTY AND 
THE TRADE UNIONS written by Luxemburg 
in 1906 after the experiences of the 
Russian Revolution of 1905. Although 
the unions had not- yet become the or- 
gans of capitalist mystification and 
exploitatative ensiavement that they 
are today, they still demonstrated a 
decidealy conservative influence over 
the working ciass at the time Luxem- 
burg was writing. Likewise the German 
Social-Democracy which was not to dem- 
onstrate its total bankruptcy until 
the outbreak of the first imperialist 


worla war in 1914 showee its prefer- 
ence to reformist activity when in 
1906 it repudiated Luxemburg's inter- 
pretation of the Jena resolution on 
the general or mass strike by claim- 
ing that the Jena resolution was in 
complete agreement with the trade 
union position against the mass strike 
For anything other than perl jamentary 
Pressure purposes. Despite her i}1- 
based faith in the leadership of Ger- 
man Social-Democracy and its resolu- 
tions, Luxemburg's analysis of the 
mass strike is worth reading for ev- 
ery militant worker. In recent months 
the various Trotskyist groups have 
Deen living examples of exactly what 
Luxemburg attacks in her pamphlets: 
parliamentarians who wish to turn the 
general strike on and off like a water 
faucet to be used as a Pressure tactic 
on capitalist legislative bodies (see 
for instance the Spartacist League 
call for a defensive general strike in 
Britain at the time of the last elec- 


tions in March or the demands of 
various Trotskyist groups for a 
general strike to force new elections 
after the Watergate scandal here in 
the US). Luxemburg's woras stand as 

a clear repudiation of these "leag- 
ers'' of the lett whose actions serve 
oniy to bolster the capitalist system 
and keep the working class tieu to 
the capitalist ideology of parliamen- 
tarism. Neither the electoral farces 
of capita! nor the blustering general 
strike calis of the Trotskyists will 
serve the needs of the working class. 
Only ‘the working class fighting as a 
ciass through workers! councils of 
its own creation and under its own 
leacership can carry out the tasks 
assignea to it by history if it is 

to go forwara ano break out of the 
morass of this rotting system: inter- 
national revolution ana the abolition 
of wage-labor and all classes. 
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The first revision of the question 
of the mess strike which results trom 
the experience of Russia relates to the 
general conception of the problem. Till 
the present time the zealous aavocates 
of an "attempt with the mass strike! in 
Germany of the stamp of Bernstein, Eis- 
ner, etc., and also the strongest op- 
ponents of such an attempt as repre-- 
sentea by, for example, Bomel burg, 
stand, when all is saic and aone, on 
the same conception, and that the an- 
archist one. The apparent polar oppo- 
sites ao not mutually exclude each oth- 
er but, as always, condition, and at 
the same time, supplement each other. 
For the anarchist moae of thought is 
airect speculation on the "great Klao- 
deracatsch!’ (havoc--WT), on the social 
. revolution merely as an external and 
inessential characteristic. According 
to it, what is essential is the whole 
abstract, unhistorical view of the mass 
strike and of all the conditions of the 
proletarian struggle generally. 

For the anarchist there exist only 
two things as material suppositions of 
his "revolutionary" speculations--first 
imagination, and second goodwill ana 
courage to rescue humanity from the 
existing capitalist vale of tears. 

This tanciful mode of reasoning sixty 
years ago gave the result that the 
mass strike was the shortest, surest 
and easiest means of springing into 

the better social future. The same mode 
of reasoning recently gave the result 
that the trade-union struggle was the 
only real "airect action of the masses!! 
and also the only real revolutionary 
struggle--which, as is well known, is 
the latest nco-ion of the French and 
Italian "syndicalists'". The fatal thing 
for anarchism has always been that the 
methods of struggle improvisea in the 


air were not only a reckoning without 
their host, that is, they were purely 
utopian, but that they, while not reck- 
oning in the least with the aespisea 
evil reality, unexpectedly became in 
this evil reality, practical helps to 
the reaction, where previously they 
had only been, for the most part, 
revolutionary speculations. 

On the same ground of abstract, un- 
historical methods of observation 
stand those toaay who woula, in the 
manner of a boara of airectors, put 
the mass strike in Germany on the 
calendar on an appointed aay, and those 
who, like the participants in the 
trace-union congress at Cologne, woula 
by a prohibition of "propaganda'' el im- 
inate the problem of the mass strike 
trom the face of the earth. Both ten- 
agencies proceea on the common purely 
anarchistic assumption that the mass 
strike is a purely technical means of 
struggle which can be "decidea'' at 
pleasure ana strictly accoraing to 
conscience, or ''forbiadaen''--a kina of 
pocketknife which can be kept in the 
pocket claspea "'reacy for any emer- 
gency'', ana accoraing to decision, 
can be unclaspea ana usea. The oppo- 
nents of the mass strike ao indeea 
claim for themselves the merit of tak- 
ing inte consiaeration the historical 
groundwork and the material conditions 
of the present situation in Germany 
in oppesition to the "revolutionary 
romanticists'' who hover in the air, 
and do not at any point reckon with 
the hara realities and the pessibil- 
ities and impossibilities. "Facts and 
figures; figures and facts!" they 
cry, like Mr. Gaagrind in Dickens! 
HARD TIMES. 

What the traae-union opponent of the 
mass strike understands by the "his- 


torical basis" and "material condi- 
tions'' is two things--on the one hana 
-the weakness of the proletariat, and 
on the other hana, the strength of 
Prussian-German militarism. The inau- 
equate organization of the workers 
and the imposing Prussian bayonet-- 
these are the facts ang tigures upon 
which these traae-union leacers base 
their practical policy in the given 
case. Now when it is quite true that 
the traqé-union cash-box and the Prus- 
sian bayonet are material ana very 
historical phenomena, but the concep- 
tion basea upon them is not historical 
materialism in Marx's sense but a po- 
licemanlike materialism in the sense or 
Puttkammer. The representatives of the 
capitalist police state reckon much, 
and indeea, exclusively, with the oc- 
casional real power ot the organizec 
proletariat as well as with the mater- 
ial might of the bayonet, ana from the 
comparative example of these two rows 
of figures the comforting conclusion 
is always drawn that the revolutionary 
labor movement is proaucea by indivi- 
qual gemagogues and agitators; ana 
that therefore there is in the prisons 
and bayonets an aaequate means of sub- 
auing the unpleasant "passing phenome- 
na’. ; 
The class-conscious German workers 
have at jiast grasped the humor of the 
policemaniixe theory that the whoie 
mouern labor movement is an artiticial 
arbitrary product of a hanaful of con- 
scienceiess "demagogues and agita-- 
Tons. 
It is exactly the same conception, 
however, that finds expression when 
two or three worthy comraages unite 
in a voluntary column of nightwatchmen 
tn oraer to warn the German working 
class against the gangerous agitation 


of a few\"revolutionary romanticists!! 
and their "propaganda of the mass 
strike''; or, when, on the other side, 
a noisy indignation campaign is en- 
gineered by those who, by means of 
"confidential" agreements between the 
executive of the party and the gener- 
al commission of the traage unions, 
believe they can prevent the outbreak 
of the mass strike in Germany. 

If it depended on the inflammatory 
"'propaganaa'! of revolutionary romanti- 
cists or on confidential or public ae- 
cisions of the party direction, then 
we shoulu not even yet have haa in 
Russia a single serious mass strike. 
In no country in the world--as I point- 
ed out in March 1905 in the SACHISCHE 
ARBEITERZEITUNG--was the mass strike 
so little "propagated" or even ''dais- 
cussea'' as in Russia. Ana the isolatea 
examples of decisions ana agreements 
of the Russian party executive which 
really sought to proclaim the mass 
strike of their own accord--as, for 
example, the last attempt in August 
of this year after the dissolution of 
the Duma--are almost valueless. 

If, therefore, the Russian Revolu- 
tion teaches us anything, it teaches 
us above ali that the mass strike is, 
not artificially "maael', not 'daeciaed'! 
at random, not ‘'prapagated'', but that 
it is a historical phenomenon which, - 
at a given moment, results from seciai 
conditions with historical inevitabil-~ 
ity. It is not therefore by abstract 
speculations on the possibility or im- 
possibility, the utility or the injur- 
jousness of the mass strike, but only 
by an examination of those tactors and 
social conditions out of which the mass 
strike grows in the present phase of 
the class strugcle--in other words, it 
is not by SUBJECTIVE CRITICISM of the 
mass strike from the standpoint of what 
is Gesirable, but only by OBJECTIVE 
INVESTIGATION of the sources of the 
mass strike from the standpoint of 
what is historically inevitable, that 
the probiem can be graspea or even 
discussed. 

In the unreai sphere of abstract log- 
ical analysis it can be shown yiith ex- 
actly the same force on either side 
that the mass strike is absolutely im- 
possible and sure to be defeated, and 
that it is possible and that its tri- 
umph cannot be questioned. And there- 
fore the value.of the evidence led on 
each side is exactly the same--and 


that is nil. Therefore the fear of the 
"propagation'' of the mass strike, whicn 
has even led to formal anathemas 
against the persons allegea to be guil- 
ty of this crime, is solely the product 
of the droll confusion of persons. It 
is just as impossible to "propagate! 
the mass strike as an abstract means of 
struggle as it is to propagate the 
‘revolution. "Revolution! like ''mass 
strike!' signifies nothing but an ex- 
ternal form of the class struggle, 
which can have sense and meaning only 
in connection with definite political 
situations. 

If anyone were to undertake to make 
the mass strike generally, as a form or 
proletarian action, the object of me- 
thodical agitation, and to go house- 
to-house canvassing with this 'idea!! 
in order to graduaily win the working 
class to it, it woulda be as idle and 
profitless and absurd an occupation as 
it would be to seek to make the idea or 
the revolution or of the fight at the 
barricades the object of a special agi- 
tation. The mass strike has now become 
the center of the lively interest of 
the German and the international work- 
ing class Decause it is a new form of 
struggle, and as such is the sure symp- 
tom of a thoroughgoing internal revo- 
lution in the relations of the classes 
and in the conditions of the class 
struggle. It is a testimony to the 
sound revolutionary instinct and to 
the quick intelligence of the mass of 
the German proletariat that, in spite 
of the obstinate resistance of their 
trade-union leaders, they are appiying 
themselves to this new problem with 
such keen interest. 

But it does not meet the case, in the 
presence of this interest and of this 
tine, inteilectuail thirst and desire 
for revolutionary deeds on the part of 
the workers, to treat them to abstract 
mental gymnastics on the possibility 
or impossibility of the mass strike; 
they shoula be enlightened on the de- 
velopment of the Russian Revolution, 
the international significance of that 
revelution, the sharpening of ciass 
antagonisms in Western Europe, the 
wider political perspectives of the 
class struggle in Germany, and the 
role and the tasks of the masses in 
the coming struggies. Only in this 
form wili the discussion on the mass 
strike lead to the widening of the in- 
tellectual horizon of the proletariat, 
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to dismantie the whole repressive ap- 
paratus of capital -- government, ar- 
mies, police, unions, etc. In oraer to 
avoia a continual degradation of our 
living standards which can only result 
in a catastrophic new war. We will have 
to destroy the ROOTS of the crisis: the 
capitalist mode of production, the 
profit motive. 

Only when the revolutionary working 
class has destroyed once and for al! 
the whole system of wage-labor, com- 
modity production, money and nat ion- 
states, will the immense productive 
forces evolved under capitalism be 
used to the advantage of humanity. In 
a socialist system of production sole- 
ly for human needs, production and 
distribution planned by the freely as- 
sociated producers of the whole woria, 
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it means nationalization and union 
control. But the end result of this 
can be seen in Russia today: state 
capitalism, the concentration of ex- 
ploitation at the hands of a brutal 
state apparatus. This is not socialism 


_by a long shot, but the logical con- 


clusion of capitalist development, the 


machinery and technology will no long- 
er be used to increase exploitation, 
ravage nature, and murder human beings. 
Instead it will be used to obliterate 
the misery and poverty in which capi- 
talism imprisons humanity, to free us 
all from mindless drudgery and from 
the continual suppression of our po- 
tential as human beings. 

The first free society in history, 
or the destruction of civilization. 
Socialism or barbarism. Such is the 
alternative posed by the capitalist 
crisis. For the worla proletariat 
there is only one choice, only one 
way forwara: the world proletarian 
revolution and the final aboiition of 
classes. 

--by C.D. Ward (WORLD REVOLUTION) 


concentration and centralization of 
capital, state capitalism, the form of 
capitalist organization in its decadent 
and imperialist phase. 

For us, however, socialist policies 
are completely different. For us a so- 
cialist policy is the destruction of 
the capitalist state machinery: army, 
police, courts, cabinets, congress, 


to the sharpening of their way of 
thinking, and to the steeling of their 
energy. 

Viewed from this standpoint however, 
the criminal proceedings desired by 
the enemies of "revolutionary romanti- 
cism' appear in all their absurdity, 
because, in treating of the problem, 
One does not adhere strictly to the 
text of the Jena resolution. The 
"practical politicians!!! agree to this 
resolution if need be, because they 
couple the mass strike chiefly with 
the fate of universal suffrage, from 
which it follows that they can believe 
two things--first, that the mass 
strike is of a purely defensive char- 
acter, and second, that the mass 
strike is even subordinate to parlia- 
mentarism, that is, has been turned 
into a mere appendage of par! iamentar- 
ism. But the real kernel of the Jena 
resolution in this connection is that 
in the present position of Germany an 
attempt on the part of the prevailing 
reaction on the pariiamentary vote 
woula in all probability be the moment 
for the introduction of, and the signal 
for, a pericd of stormy political 
struggies in which the mass strike as a 
means of struggle in Germany might well 
come into use for the first time. 

But to seek to narrow and to artifi- 
cially smother the social importance, 
and to limit the historical scope, of 
the mass strike as a phenomenon and as 
a probiem of the class struggle by the 
wording of a congress resolution is an 
undertaking which for shortsightedness 
can only be compared with the veto on 
discussion of the trade-un‘on congress 
at Cologne. In the resoiution of the 
Jena Congress German socia! democracy 
has officially taken notice of the fun- 
damental change which the Russian Revo- 
lution has effected in the international 
conditions of the proletarian class 
struggle, and has announced its capacity 
for revolutionary development and its 
power of aaaptability to the new de- 
mands of the coming phase of the class 
struggle. Therein lies the significance 
of the Jena resolution. As for the prac- 
tical application of the’mass strike 
in Germany, history will deciae that as 
it decided it in Russia--history in 
which German social democracy with its 
decisions is, it is true, an important 
factor, but, at the same time, only ONE 
Factor amongst many. 
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only reinforce mystifications. It will 
have failures which demoralise it and 
tailures which teach it great lessons. 
Sometimes the locus of heightened 
struggle will be in one part of the 
worla and sometimes in another; some- 
times isolatec ana sometimes linkec 
up. 

However, gespite all the surges and 
ebbs of the tiaes of developing con- 
sciousness the gradual aeepening of 
the crisis will guide the activity of 
the working class towards its historic 
goal -- THE COMMUNIST REVOLUTION 

Concluded 


unions, etc., abolition of wage labor, 
the means of our enslavement, destruc- 
tion of the market, all carried out not 
by a "worker president", but by worke.. 
ers' councils, independently organized 
as working class organs of struggle 
against capital and all of its institu- 
tions. 

To be continued 
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The world we live in is a worla 


where people are divided into classes 


according to their role in production. 
The two major classes in society are 
the capitalist class and the working 
class. The capitalists own the means 
of production (factories, machines, 
etc.) but produce nothing. The workers, 


Bion the other hand, receive only meag- 
ser wages for the sale of their labor 


power to the capitalists. Almost all 
production in society is done by the 
workers. However, almost all the ben- 
efits from this production go to the 
capitalists. The basis for production 
in this society is profit. The capi- 
talists are not interested in having 
the workers produce things that peop- 
le can use or that people need. They 
are only interested in what makes them 
the biggest profit. Thus, while the 
capitalists get richer and richer, the 
workers are worse off than they were 
before. 

In order to increase profits the 
capitalists resort to all sorts of 
techniques which most of us are fam- 
iliar with:speed-up, wage cuts, unem- 
ploymerit, labor-saving machinery. 
While, for instance, labor-saving 
machinery would be progressive in a 


society run by the workers, it does 


nothing under capitalism but throw 
them on the dole. It is just another 
attack on the working class. 

Another feature of capitalist soci- 
ety is war. Every day there is a war 
going on somewhere in the world. This 
is aque to the necessity of the capital- 
ists to wage war in order to get ahead 
of the capitaiists in other countries. 


‘government is nothing more than the 


‘executive committee of the ruling class. 


‘It is the owners of the big corpora- 


tions who have the final say as to what 


goes on. It is necessary to organize 
our own workers! councils. The coun- 
cils will be the class rule of the 
workers after the revolutionary over- 
throw of capitalism. When capitalism 
goes Congress will go with it. All the 
democracy surrounding Congress is just 
a sham to keep us tied to this system. 
It is democracy for the rich, for the 
capitalists. Our democracy will be 
real democracy, proletarian democracy, 
the democracy of the many. We do not 
simply want a workers'-government, we 
want a workers! republic. 

In the process of waging the class 
istruggle, the working class develops 
the revolutionary class consciousness 
necessary for carrying out its task of 
destroying the capitalist social order 
and replacing it with an international 
co-operative oraer of all producers, 
socialism. The acquisition of revolu- 
tionary class consciousness does not, 
however, occur simultaneously through- 
out the class as a whole. .Some workers 
will see the need for a revolutionary 
struggle against all the institutions 
and mystifications of capital (e.g. 
elections, unions, unitea fronts, na- 
tional liberation movements) before 
the rest. It is necessary for these 
revolutionary workers to organize 
themselves into a revolutionary party 
so as to carry out a coherent, cen- 
tralizea COMMUNIST intervention into 

the struggles of their class. The pur- 
pose of this intervention is not to 


T FOR SocIA LSM! . 


of its cadre. It is not a party of 
"leaders! and "masses", with the ‘rank 
and file following ''the line's it is 
an organization of revolutionary com- 
munist workers, whose fundamental id- 
ecological and programmatic agreement 


enables them to carry out coherent cen 


tralized intervention on the basis of 
the fullest democracy. However, it is 
not enough to build such a party here 
in the United States. Capitalism is a 
world system. Even so-called ''Commun- 
ist" Russia and China are capitalist 
(state capitalist). In order to wage 

a successful worldwide struggle 
against capitalism, the workers! strug 
gle and the revolutionary workers par- 
ty must be international. It is as 
part of the process of the development 
of the International Party of Revolu- 
tionary Workers that the Revolutionary 
Workers Group and WORKERS! TRUTH ex- 
ist. 

In 1917 the Russian workers, organ- 
ized in revolutionary soviets (work- 
ers' councils), seized power under 
the leadership of the Bolshevik Party. 

However, the revolution was isolated 
due to the failure of the revolutim 

in Western Europe, and the Russian 
workers, exhausted from the hard strug 
gle in a backward country, lost power 
as the: Bolsheviks more and more sub- 
stituted their authority for that of 
the working class, until the point was 
reached in 1921 where the 8olsheviks 
and the working class stood on opposite 
sides of the class line. However, des- 
pite the defeat of the workers in 1921, 
their struggle and victory in 1917 re- 
mains, along with the Paris Commune of 


The seventies are the years of 

the "oil war". For the control of 
the black gold sharpens the wea- 
pons: the imperialist powers 
against the producer states; the 
imperialist powers between them- 
Selves; the producer states one 
against the other. It is a tangle 
of bourgeois vipers. ("The Oil 

War and the Struggle of the Op- 
pressed", LA RIVCLUZICNE COMUN- 
ISTA, May 1973, reprinted in WORK- 
ERS' TRUTH, January 1974) 
A very dangerous course. We should 
have learned“from Vietnam that it 
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Workers Have Nothing To G 


not have had by itself, the im- 
portance, if it had not occurred 
in an historical situation of im- 
perialist crisis and change in 
the relationship of world forces. 
Today not only the great imper=- 
ialist powers are divided among 
themselves but the producer states, 
having acquired their national 
independence, want their own say 
in reward. ("The Oil War and the 
Struggle of the Oppressed") 

Since 1914 capitalism has been un- 

able to expand as it did in the 19th 
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The liberation of the workers can only be the deed of the working class itself. 


All of this is of course a direct 
result of the pressure brought to 
bear On the European economies by 
the Arab states threats and even- 
tually institution of the oil em- 
bargo and reduction in oil deliv- 
eries, primarily by Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait. The "oil weapon" has 
been extremely effective against 
the Western European Capitalists, 
who according to Common Market 
figures, import from 70 to 80 per 
cent of their crude oil from Arab 
countries. ("Cil Embargo Sharpens 


The working class has no interests in 
supporting these wars. What the work- 
ers want is peace. However, there can 
be no peace until the capitalists and 
their system have been removed from 
power and replacea by a society run 
by the workers on an international co- 
operative basis. of an artificial "iron discipline’. 

To do this, it is of no use electing On the contrary, its centralization 
}people to Congress or as President. The comes from the living ideological 1 ink 


century. The development of a coun- interimperialist Rivalries! WORK- 
try like Saudi Arabia can thus only ERS' TRUTH, December 1974) 

occur at the expense of the “old! Cn the economic front the Arab rul- 
imperialist powers. In-this sense -- ers managed to hike prices tremen- 
Capitalism as a whole functioning dcusly and ensure themselves vast 
aS an imperialist system -- all amounts of "petrodollars" for-in- 
countries are forced to act in an 


: vestment. So significant have the 
imperialist, ise. expansionist, en= Arab investments been that a recent 
croaching manner towards other article in the Chicago TRIBUNE stat- 
countries. Due to the crucial im- ed: 


portance of oil in our highly indus- 


1871, as a beacon for workers through- 
out the world. 

Under capitalism we workers are noth 
ing more than menials. We deserve a 
better life. We deserve socialism. 
However, it will not be handed to us 
on a platter. We must fight for it. 
For if we ao not fight for socialism, 
we will be handed barbarism. Socialism 
or barbarism? FIGHT FOR SOCIALISMi 


set themselves up as "leaders", but to 
pose the necessity of generalizing is- 
olated struggles into a classwide 
struggle against the capitalist system. 
While such a party is both democratic 
and centralized, it is not ''democrat- 
jc-centralist" in the Leninist sense 


is easier to get into a war than 
to get out of it. lam not saying 
that -there's no circumstance where 
we would not use force. But it is 
one thing to use it in the case of 
a dispute over price; it's another 
where there is some actual stran- 
gulation of the industrialized 
world. --Henry Xissinger 

The "oil war" of LA RIVOLUZIONE COM- 


Layoffs and the Left 


Layoffs are becoming more and more an 
inevitable tact of life as the capital- 
ists seek to "rationalize production 
by squeezing the most work out of the 
fewest workers. No doubt the tempo of 
layoffs will continue to increase as 
the government steps up its "war on 
inflation". A war that is really a war 
on the working class's stancard of liv- 
ing. Most of the government economic 
aavisors feel that the only way to 
fight spiralling inflation is to throw 
pecple out of work. Thus, Congress is 
passing a multitude of bills that come 
to a grana total of nothing as far as 
solving unemployment and layoffs is 
concerned. 

But if the palliatives of Congress 
are cleariy of no benefit to us, what 
about the proposals of the Left? Does 
the Communist Party, the various Maoist 
groups and that myriaa of Trotskyist 
sects have anything better to offer? 
Can they provide the solution to our 
problems? The answer is a clear, une- 
quivocal and emphatic NO. All of these 
groups, just like the Democrats and 
Republicans, base themselves on the 
continued functioning of the present 
economic system, a system that js crum- 
bling into total political and econ- 
omic disarray, not only in the unstable 
"third-world, but also in North Amer- 
ica and Western Europe and those bas- 
tions of "socialism' the Soviet Union 


and China. Clearly the solution to our 
problems, the problems of the interna- 
tional working class, do not lie in 
some reform or alteration of the pre- 
sent system, which for the last 60 
years has showm that it can breea 
nothing but war, decay and increased 
exploitation and oppression. 

Like the Democrats and Republicans, 
these so-called "'socialists'', who are 
nothing more than the extreme left- 
wing expression of the system that ex- 
ploits us, place their faith. in the 
institutions of capitalist society: 
Congress, president, unions. They are 


currentiy raving that Ford and Rocke- 
feller are causing unemployment (be- 
fore that it was Nixon, always the ad- 
ministration, not the system itself). 
This we can clearly see is utterly ab- 
surd. As powerful as the president may 
be, and as powerful as Rockefeller may 
be, they are not magicians who are able 
to turn unemployment on and off at 
will. They, like us, are prisoners of 
the fundamental objective laws of mo-~ 
tion of their own economic system. The 
difference being that they benefit from 
their imprisonment, while ours is like 
being in the New York Tombs or the 

Cook County Jail. In blaming unemploy- 
ment on Ford and Rockefeller the Left 
stands arm in arm with the Democratic 
Party. Like the Democrats, they think 
that a different administration could 


Part One 


solve the preblem. To further the con- 
fusion they infer that unemployment js 
increasing under Ford and Rockefeller 
partly because they weren't elected! 
Preposterous! All past presidents have 
been elected (at least as vice-presi- 
dents) and we have always had unemp1oy- 
ment. The fact of the matter is that 
capitalism can not survive without un- 
employment in some form or another, be 
it bread lines or slave labor camps. 
So whether or not we elect a few 
"friends of labor'' to Congress or even 
a "friend of labor" as president, lay- 
offs and unemployment will continue to 
plague us so long as the capitalists 
have to use them to keep their system 
spluttering along. 

But according to the Left (and par- 
ticularly the Tretskyist factions) 
things would be different if a party 
based on the unions ran the government 
(or as CP boss Gus Hall put its put a 
worker in the White House). However, 
we need only look at England to see 
how a "'workers' government'' functions 
in capitalist society. The British 
workers today are no better off than 
they were under the Tories; and things 
aren't getting any better. 

The Leftists, however, claim that we 
need a "workers'- government" pledged 
to "socialist policies. Just what are 
“socialist policies"? For the Leftists, 
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UNISTA was essentially a figure'of 
Speech referring to the diplomatic 
pressures and politics surrounding 
the control of production and dis- 
tribution of oil. Kissinger's words, 
however, coupled with the movement 
of the Enterprise-led naval task 
force into the Indian Ocean and the 
mobilization of certain marine un- 
its on standby alert for orders to 
the Mideast have broached the possi- 
bility that the "oil war" will leave 
the government conference rooms and 
stock exchanges and be fought out on 
the oil fields of the Persian Gulf. 
While the prospect for such a war in 
the near future is not likely, it 
is necessary to analyze the back= 
ground and reasoning surrounding 
Kissinger's "walk heavily and carry 
a big aircraft carrier" diplomacy 
and what it means for the world si- 
tuation in general. 
The “oil war"is breaking out be- 
cause 011 is becoming the most im~ 
portant energy source and be- 
cause the imperialist countries 
have lost the absolute control 
that they had in the past. The 
enormous development of industry 
and transport has demanded an in- 
creasing production of energy. 
The traditional energy sources 
have not been able to wspond to 
this need..e.sThus since 1968 oil 
is also absolutely the most im- 
portant source of energy: THE TY- 
RANT OF CAPITALIST PRODUCTION. 
However, the fact that oil has 
become the tyrant of energy, would 


trialized society, the Arab Capital- 
ists have found a means of provid- 
ing themselves with surplus profits 
which can be used for capital in- 
vestment both at home and abroad. 
Such "development", however, should 
not be seen as "progressive", for 


If the Arabs decided to pull all 
their money out of London banks 
Overnight, for example, they could 
throw the British economy into 
chaos and might trigger bankrupt-. 
cies. 


Taus, the scales of interimperialist 
rivalry have been tipped. No longer 


world capitalism as a whole can only is-it Simply a question of the 


take SO much capital. Thus, Saudi 
Arabia's ability to invest Simply 


"great powers" jockeying for posi- 
tion. They must now deal with the 


hinders another country's investment. role of the Arab oil producers: 


It simply places another dog into 
the fight over glutted markets and 
capital investment at the highest 
rate of profit. 

The effects of the Arab oil em- 
bargo Of winter 1973-74 could be 
measured on two fronts: political 
and economic. On the political 
front it gave the Arab countries an 
ace in the hole against Israel. What 
Arab armies, Russian (and American) 
weapons, and charismatic leaders 
like Nassar could not do, the oil 
embargo did: enabled the Arab coun- 
tries to come out of a major war 
with Israel with more than the short 
end of the stick. This was due to 
the glaring lack of support for Is- 
rael amongst the western "democra- 


tic" imperialisms: 


While all of them (West European 
imperialisms) share U.S. imper- 
ialism's commitment to stability 
in the Mideast and the maintenance 
of the integrity of the Israeli 
State, few of them showed any in- 
terest in backing up the Israelis 
during the October War.... 


The big oil-bearing monopolies re- 
tain the world network of oil pro- 
duction and distribution. However 
their relative weight on the world 
market is decreasing under the 
pressure of the state companies 
and the independents (outside the 
cartels). The "7 sisters" who in 
1952 controlled 90% of western 
oil production (except the USA) 
and 3/4 of the refining and dis- 
tribution, in 1971 controlled 77% 
Of production and little more than 
half of the refining and distri- 
bution. Moreover, 3/4 of their 
production is concentrated in the 
OPEC states. : 
eeelt (OPEC) conditions, with the 
weight of its production and its 
reserves, the entire imperialist 
market. Thanks to this it has ex- 
torted increases in the price of 
Oil production. It has then acqui- 
red from the "7 sisters" the ap-— 
plication of the principle of par- 
ticipation in the profits of pro- 
duction..s.e("The Ci] War and.e.e.!'') 


continued on page 3 


